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NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 

Etat mental des hysteriques : les stigmates mentaux. Par Pierre 
Janet. Preface de M. le professeur Charcot. Avec 7 figures dans le 
texte. Paris, Rueff et Cie. [1893]. — pp. ii, 236. 

Whatever M. Pierre Janet writes is worth reading, — whether it be 
prefaced by Professor Charcot or not. The present work is the first half 
of a treatise upon hysteria, considered as a mental disease. Hysteric 
symptoms are classified {Introduction) as mental stigmata (essential, per- 
manent, indifferent), and mental accidents (transitory, painful). The 
former are treated of in five chapters. 

(1) Anaesthesia: its classification and general character; the problem 
presented by it ; proposed interpretation ; experimental and clinical verifi- 
cation of this ; certain particular cases. Anaesthesia consists in " a very 
strong and permanent distraction, which renders the patient incapable of 
connecting certain sensations with his personality ; it is a contraction of 
the field of consciousness." (2) Amnesia: difficulties of treatment of the 
subject ; classification and description ; analysis of the psychological 
characteristics of the phenomena ; proposed interpretation ; certain particu- 
lar forms. There is " an absence of any real synthesis of the psychological 
elements, and a consequent greater or less impossibility of the assimilation 
of recollections to the personality." (3) Aboulia: meaning of the term; 
classification and description ; psychological analysis and interpretation ; 
consequences of aboulia. Its principal characteristics are the retention of 
acts of long standing and of ' sub-conscious ' acts, the loss of new actions, 
and the loss of personal perception of action. There is a narrowing of the 
conscious field of action. (4) Motor disturbances : weakness of voluntary 
movement ; Lasegue's syndromus (a group of motor disturbances evinced 
in a totally anaesthetic limb when the sight of it is precluded), — phenomena 
of synkinesis (raising of both arms when one is named), allokinesis (raising 
of the right when the left is named, and vice versa), heterokinesis (flexion 
for extension, and vice versa) ; partial catalepsies ; diathesis of contraction 
(Charcot), — explanation in terms of psychological dissociation. (5) Modi- 
fications of character : of intelligence and activity ; of emotion ; certain 
particular dispositions. In this chapter are contained sound remarks upon 
the sexual feelings, whose analysis is regrettably shirked by most psycho- 
logical text-books. There is an interesting comparison of hysteria (under 
its psychological aspect) with criminal (Lombroso), imbecile (Sollier), and 
infant psychology. The character is, in each case, mobile and contradic- 
tory. The author applies his own explanation of lack of general mental 
synthesis. 
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In reading the book, one cannot but be reminded of Kulpe's recent 
remark : " It may be said of all such mental states, that they rather 
present to us problems that call for explanation, than contribute to our 
knowledge of general \i.e., normal] psychology " (Grundriss, p. 17). That 
it is normal which aids abnormal psychology ; and that the latter, if aided 
at all by the former, is assisted in a very much smaller degree, seem to be 
propositions of such obvious truth that they should be more universally 
recognized. M. Janet is frank in his own admissions : cf. pp. 79, 80 
(amnesia), 213, 214 (emotion). It is strange that he says nothing of 
aboulia under this head. Until normal psychologists are at one in a 
theory of conation, an analytical diagnosis of aboulia appears impossible. 

In the meantime the reader must be cautioned against ascribing rigidity 
or finality to such technical terms as abound in this book. They are only 
convenient rubrics for embracing groups of phenomena which present 
similar external characteristics, but the exact analysis of which cannot be 
at present looked for. That this is true is in part indicated by the author's 
strict adherence to the particular and concrete : though in part, no doubt, 
such adherence is only indicative of the line of his own least mental 
resistance. E. B. T. 



Zur Analyse des Apperceptionsbegriffes, eine historisch-kritische Unter- 
suchung. Von J. Kodis. Berlin, Calvary & Co., 1893. — pp. 202. 

This essay falls into two parts : (1) a historical investigation of the 
concept of apperception, and (2) an investigation of the mental phenomena 
covered by the term in the light of Avenarius' Kritik der reinen Erfahrung, 
The first occupies 1 50 pages of the whole 200. 

The historical discussion deals with Descartes (10 pp.), Leibniz (16 pp.), 
Wolf (6 pp.), Kant (10 pp.), Herbart (26 pp.), Steinthal (22 pp.), Lazarus 
(8 pp.), Wundt (41 pp.), and Avenarius (6 pp.). This part of the author's 
work is distinctly well done. Not every detail is given of the various views 
noticed, but the treatment is clear, and first-hand references full. It is 
curious that among the critical papers cited that of Kiilpe does not 
appear. 

The second section of the monograph is hardly so successful. For one 
thing, it is far too brief. Avenarius' terminology is difficult at best, and 
the brevity of this exposition leaves it well-nigh unintelligible to the reader 
unacquainted with the Kritik. Secondly, the chapters contain far more of 
assertion, and of indication of possibilities, than of argument and reference 
to facts. We have (1) a statement of the standpoint and method of the 
Kritik. Here it is pointed out that Avenarius' derivation of the uniformity 
of his psychical values (" menschliche Aussageninhalte ") does away with 
Wundt's notion of mental causality, and modifies the Herbartian view of 
the fundamental knowledge-process (pp. 163, 164). Then follows (2) a 



